
MSD Social Distancing Guidelines 
2020-2021 

The following guidelines were designed to best protect the health and safety of all students, staff, 
and community members as we work together to provide quality educational opportunities 

within our schools.  Thank you for following these measures to ensure our entire community can 
have a successful and enriching school year 

Important Note:  All physical distancing guidelines include the requirement that masks are worn except 
in those cases outlined in the MSD mask protocol.  Social distancing, mask wearing and effective hygiene 
practices, taken together, provide the greatest protection against the spread of Covid-19. 

Overall Guidelines 

The purpose of social distancing is to reduce or eliminate the possibility of students 
and staff members being within a 6 foot distance for 15 minutes or more, without 
extra protections such as screens or barriers. 

● Modified Layouts
● Space seating/desks with a minimum of 6 feet on the sides and in front of students

to the greatest extent possible.
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● Create distance between children on school buses (e.g., seat children one child per 
row, skip rows) when possible.  Siblings will be seated together to allow for more 
vacant room on the bus.  
 

● Physical Barriers and Guides 
○ Install physical barriers, such as sneeze guards and partitions, particularly in areas 

where it is difficult for individuals to remain at least 6 feet apart (e.g., reception 
desks). 

○ Provide physical guides, such as tape on floors or sidewalks and signs on walls, to 
remind staff and children to remain at least 6 feet apart in lines and at other times 
(e.g. guides for creating “one way routes” in hallways). 

○ Monitor hallway, classroom, and facility traffic to ensure physical distancing 
guidelines are followed. 
 
 

● Communal Spaces 
○ Stagger use of shared spaces such as lunchrooms, libraries, weight rooms, etc. 

when possible.  
○ Clean and disinfect equipment between use, wash hands when leaving communal 

areas.  
○ If necessary, restrict the use of communal areas as needed. 
○ Establish one-way circulation in hallways, classrooms, and school facilities, when 

possible. 
 
 

● Cohorts, Assigned Seating 
○ Maintain cohorts of students when possible. 
○ Create assigned seating in classrooms and other spaces whenever possible to best 

support proper distancing as well as allow for necessary contact tracing.  
 

● Recess 
○ Maintain cohorts when possible. 
○ Maintain social distance as well as possible when out at recess.   
○ Avoid games/activities that require or encourage physical contact between 

students.  
○ Stagger use of shared recess toys and equipment as best as possible.   
○ Clean high-touch hard surface areas between staggered use when possible.  
○ Students will always wash/sanitize hands after outdoor playtime. 


